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FLORIDA SHOOTING 

When legal is lethal 



Suspect passed instant 
background check to buy 
AR-15, authorities say 

Bart Jansen 

USA TODAY 


The suspect in a Florida school 
shooting bought the AR-15-style rifle 
used in the attack legally a year ago, au¬ 
thorities said Thursday. 

Nikolas Cruz, 19, is charged with mur¬ 
dering 17 people at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, where 
he had been expelled for fighting, ac¬ 
cording to authorities. 

Cruz legally bought the semiauto¬ 
matic rifle at a Broward County gun 
shop last February, law enforcement of¬ 
ficials who weren’t authorized to dis¬ 
cuss the matter publicly told the Associ¬ 
ated Press. The gun, a Smith & Wesson 
M&P 15 .223, was purchased at Sunrise 
Tactical Gear, according to AP. 

Federal law allows people 18 and old- 

See SHOOTING, Page 5A 


Top: Medical personnel tend to a victim. Above: A 
law enforcement officer runs toward the school. 
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“Is Congress doing all that it can to 
keep our nation’s students safe from 
gun violence? Not even close.” 

Dick Durbin 

Senate Minority Whip, D-lll. 



As shooting ‘epidemic’ 
rages, teachers learn to 
take on multiple roles 

Alayna Shulman and Jessica Skropanic 

Redding Record Searchlight 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Officially, Sara Lobdell is an elemen¬ 
tary school attendance secretary. 

But on Nov. 14, she became much 
more. 

After she heard what turned out to be 
gunshots from Kevin Janson Neal’s 
murder spree outside Rancho Tehama 
Elementary that day, Lobdell said she 
immediately put the school on lock- 
down. 

“The little ones listened,” she said. 
“They followed adult directions.” 

And it worked: Neal came onto the 
property, but wasn’t able to shoot any¬ 
one there — though witnesses said he 
tried to, and some were injured from 
shattered glass he had shot. 

See SCHOOLS, Page 5A 


Vehicle thefts in Redding hit all-time high in 2017 


Sean Longoria 

Redding Record Searchlight 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Thieves stole more than two vehicles 
on average every day in 2017 in what may 
be the single worst year for the crime in 
Redding’s history, according to prelimi¬ 
nary crime data. 

The crime numbers, as well as ongo¬ 
ing staffing and budget concerns for po¬ 
lice and firefighters, could take center 
stage next week as the city holds its third 
workshop on public safety. 

Police handled 792 stolen vehicle 


If you go 

^What: Redding City Council 
public safety workshop 

^When: 5 p.m. Thursday 

^ Where: Council chambers, 

777 Cypress Ave. 

KMore information: cityofredding.org 

cases last year, according to the data. It’s 
the single highest year since at least 1994 
and a more than 50 percent jump from 
2016. 


“That’s a significant increase,” said 
Mike Murphy, crime statistician for the 
Redding Police Department. 

The data isn’t quite finalized. Murphy 
is still reviewing reports from December 
and expects to finish next week. He said, 
though, he doesn’t expect the final num¬ 
bers to vary too much from the prelimi¬ 
nary results. 

Murphy, who’s now a full-time em¬ 
ployee of the department, pointed to sev¬ 
eral patterns in the numbers: Hondas 
from the 1990s and 2000s are stolen 
more than some other cars and “a fair 
amount are unlocked vehicles as well,” he 


said. 

Deep analysis of the data is slow-go¬ 
ing as the department waits on a replace¬ 
ment for its decades-old records system. 

Murphy pointed to positives in the 
crime numbers: reported rapes and ag¬ 
gravated assaults are both down as are 
most other categories. 

“On the one hand, it’s good to see lar¬ 
cenies down,” Murphy said, adding he’s 
worried that some still aren’t reporting 
crimes out of frustration on wait times 
for police response or not wanting to 

See THEFTS, Page 2A 


Good morning! 

TJ Ray 

USA TODAY 

Teenage shooting suspect’s defenders 
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